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Franklin County Health Department would like to notify county residents that vaccine distribution in New York 
State is off to a slow start, due to a limited amount of vaccine doses, and is still in Phase One of distribution. Phase 
One -vaccination of Healthcare workers and nursing home staff- will continue through January 2021. It is expected 
that Phase Two will begin in late January.  The phases are outlined below.  Please see the New York State 
Department of Health Vaccination Program Book (https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov) for more information.   
Phase 1: 

 Healthcare workers (clinical and non-clinical) in patient care settings.  Top priority to Intensive Care Unit, 
Emergency Department, and Emergency Medical Services staff. 

 Long-term care facility workers who regularly interact with residents. 

 Most at-risk long-term care facility patients. 
Phase 2: 

 First responders (fire, police, National Guard). 

 Teachers/school staff (in-person instruction), childcare providers. 

 Public Health workers. 

 Other essential frontline workers that regularly interact with public (pharmacists, grocery store workers, 
transit employees, etc.) or maintain critical infrastructure.  

 Other long-term care facility patients and those living in other congregate settings. 

 Individuals in general population deemed particularly high risk due to comorbidities and health 
conditions. 

Phase 3: 

 Individuals over 65. 

 Individuals under 65 with high-risk comorbidities and health conditions. 
Phase 4: 

 All other essential workers. 
Phase 5: 

 Healthy adults and children. 
 
 

 



While waiting for the COVID-19 vaccine, it is important get a flu shot: 
It’s very important to get your flu shot this year as influenza and COVID-19 are circulating at the same time.  
Getting a flu shot won’t prevent you from getting COVID-19, but the flu shot might reduce your risk of getting a 
severe case of COVID-19.  A severe flu infection can weaken your body’s defenses and make you more vulnerable 
to other diseases like bacterial pneumonia. The flu vaccine not only reduces your chance of getting the flu in the 
first place – it can reduce the severity if you do get it. That means your body is in a better position to fight off a 
COVID-19 infection if you are exposed to the coronavirus. 
Also, more people getting the flu shot will reduce the overall number of flu-related hospital visits, which could 
help save important healthcare resources for the treatment of patients with COVID-19 this winter. 
The flu shot is widely available throughout Franklin County at provider offices, pharmacies, and Franklin County 
Public Health. 

 
Please note changed times to Franklin County’s COVID Hotline:  Weekday hours, Monday- Friday, will change to 
8am-4pm.  Hours on December 24th (Christmas Eve) and December 31st (New Year’s Eve) will be 8am-4pm.  It will 
be closed on weekends (Saturday and Sunday), and holidays. The COVID Hotline can be reached at (518) 481-
1111. 

 
 
 


